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says his namaz with his face towards the west. Ability to pro-
nounce Sanskrit words correctly does not entitle me to speak con-
temptuously of the sounds in the Arabic language. A lover of
khadi, while wearing a khadi cap himself, can still be tolerant of
a person who wears a sola hat and love him. If a man all clad
in khadi starts swearing at a person wearing garments of foreign
cloth, he will be acting as the most effective propagandist of such
cloth- The incidents in Bombay have not made khadi more
popular. On the contrary, it now stinks in the nostrils of
some.
If we, khadi-lovers, wish to see the whole of India wearing
khadi, we should patiently plead with people who used foreign
cloth. However much we speak against such cloth, we should
display nothing but love for those who use it. The plague is a
dreadful disease but wo, too, are likely to catch it if we turn away
from any person who has got it. We may desire the disease to
be rooted out but not the patient to be killed. If we look upon
wearing foreign cloth as a kind of disease, we should attend on a
person who suffers from it. May not a person who wears foreign
cloth look upon us as the victims of a disease? By all means,
let him do so. If, nonetheless, we continue to give our services
to each other, sooner or later we shall discover which of us was
in error. If we do not act in this way, we shall never discover the
difference between what is dharrna and what is adharma1.
Just as it is necessary for us to be courteous to those who
co-operate with the Government, so those of us who are imprisoned
will also have to behave with civility in the prison. It is difficult
to observe jail rules and yet maintain one's self-respect. Some of
these rules are naturally humiliating. For instance, we have no
choice but to let ourselves be confined in a cell. We must, thus,
respect the rules which apply to all prisoners. At the same time,
we should firmly oppose any measure which is intended merely to
humiliate us. Once we have taught ourselves to behave with
courtesy, we shall instinctively know how to act in a particular
situation.
Where there is egotism, we shall find incivility and arrogance.
Where it is absent, we shall find a sense of self-respect together with
civility. The egotist thinks too much of his body. The man of
self-respect recognizes the atman2, is ever thinking about it and,
in order to realize it, is always ready to sacrifice his body. He
1 The opposite of dharma
2 Self